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RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS — SCHOOL VIRTUAL POWER PLANTS 

Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [9.10 am]: In September, the Minister for 
Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery, and I revealed the Western Australian schools that will be transformed 
into virtual power plants as part of the WA recovery plan. Ten schools were selected, including Belridge Secondary 
College, where the announcement was made, to receive commercial batteries and solar panels. The other schools 
include Baldivis Secondary College, Rossmoyne Senior High School, Butler College, Coastal Lakes College, 
Success Primary School, Gilmore College, Joseph Banks Secondary College, Comet Bay Primary School and 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder Community High School. A virtual power plant is a network of distributed energy resources 
such as rooftop solar panels, batteries and electric vehicles that are aggregated and shared with an energy retailer. 
Using VPPs means there is less need for traditional generation assets such as coal or gas, which is a step towards 
a more sustainable power system. This project is being carefully managed by Synergy as part of the Just Transition 
plan for Collie. 

The schools, located in the south west interconnected system, were determined by Synergy and the Department of 
Education based on operational, customer, system and technical considerations. The $4 million investment forms 
part of the McGowan government’s $66.3 million renewable energy technologies package from the WA recovery 
plan, which will boost clean energy projects throughout the state. Most VPPs will be installed by the end of the 
year; however, the future of this project would be threatened by ill-considered privatisation threats against Synergy. 
They will contribute to a more stable and reliable electricity grid for the surrounding communities. 
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